
How to use Adobe Illustrator’s 
Recolor Artwork feature to convert 
colours to Pantone swatches
This tutorial PDF opens in full screen by default, which is the best way to 
view it. Use the left and right arrow keys to move between steps.

However, you might want to first extract the example Illustrator file 
attached to this PDF; to do that, press Esc to exit full screen mode and then 
click the paperclip icon. Right click on the file Example_for_tutorial.ai and 
choose Save Attachment, then return to full screen by pressing CTRL+L.

I recommend you open the example file in Illustrator and then the PDF in 
full screen mode, and switch windows as you work your way through this 
short tutorial.

For Windows users, it’s ALT+TAB and for Apple Mac, it’s COMMAND+TAB. 
To cycle between multiple running applications, hold down the ALT or 
COMMAND key and press TAB repeatedly until you see the application you 
want and then release both keys.

Enjoy the tutorial!



Step 1
Go to your Illustrator artwork and select everything you want to 
recolour. This can include anything filled with a pattern swatch. 
Then click Edit > Edit Colors > Recolor Artwork.

To learn more about swatches, see the notes to the right 
(not essential for this exercise but useful to know).

Press the right arrow to go to the next page in this tutorial.

The white triangle in the lower right of a swatch 
identifies it as a “global” swatch. If you use global 
swatches in your pattern swatch, the pattern swatch 
automatically updates to reflect any changes to the 
colour values in the global swatches. If you don’t 
want your patterns to change colour when swatches 
change, make sure you use standard swatches (double 
click on the colour swatch and deselect “Global”).

Note: These are the global 
CMYK swatches I used when 
I first created this design, 
including my pattern swatch, 
which you can inspect in the 
Illustrator file included with 
this tutorial.



Step 2
Here is the Recolor Artwork dialog box that appeared when you clicked 
Edit > Edit Colors > Recolor Artwork. You can also get to it via this 
button on the control panel.

Don’t be alarmed by the many options in this box! For this exercise you 
only need be concerned by two options, the first is to click here.

Now, press the right arrow to go to the next page in this tutorial.



Step 3
Select Color Books > PANTONE process coated (this 
is the library I use, if you’ve been asked to choose 
swatches from a specific library, choose that instead).

Now, press the right arrow to go to the next page in 
this tutorial.



Step 4
The Recolor Art option needs to be selected for the changes to be 
applied. It can also double as a preview function – when you toggle it 
on and off, you will see changes in the colour of your artwork (just make 
sure it’s on before you click OK). These changes should be quite subtle 
if you selected a large swatch Pantone library, but you will never get an 
exact match – something we just have to live with for now!

Now, press the right arrow to go to the next page in this tutorial.



... and you’re done!
That was easy, wasn’t it?

All of the selected artwork has now been recoloured with new 
Pantone swatches that have also automatically been added to your 
swatches panel. Hover over the swatches and you’ll see the Pantone 
numbers.

Note that a new version of the pattern swatch using the new 
Pantone swatches has also been added (the original remains intact).

Press the right arrow for my website details if you’d like to send me 
feedback or suggestions about this tutorial. Thanks!



Tutorial by Deb Dewhirst
http://about.me/deborah.dewhirst
design@nzdeb.com

[press Esc to exit full screen mode]







